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Myths and Common 
Misconceptions
• Grants are easy to get

• There is money out there for everything, if you know where to look

• There are grants for businesses and individuals

• Grants are a great way to start up a new nonprofit

• I can fully fund my operational budget with grants

• Once you have written one grant, you have written them all

• Grants are a quick fix to funding woes

• Once you get a grant, you’ll definitely get that same grant every year



Know the 
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Know the Lingo
• Learn the lingo

• LOI/Concept Paper

• RFA/RFP

• NOFA

• MOU/MOA

• LOS

• PD

• PI

• BOD

• Formative vs. Summative Evaluation or Process vs. Outcomes Evaluation
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Where to Look
• Foundations 

• Foundation Center Online/Candid

• Federal Grants 

• Grants.gov

• State Grants 

• Each individual department has their own system

• Other resources

• MOCAP - https://mffh.org/the-foundation/funding-opportunities/mocap/

• Philanthropy News Digest RFPs - https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/

https://mffh.org/the-foundation/funding-opportunities/mocap/
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/


Where to Look
• Foundations - Foundation Center Online/Candid

• Springfield Library Center – need a library card or can pay to use

• Outside of Springfield - https://candid.org/improve-your-nonprofit/candid-in-your-

community

• Here is what you will find…

https://candid.org/improve-your-nonprofit/candid-in-your-community


















You can email yourself these 
lists – check your spam



Federal Grants
• Sam.gov registration

• Grants.gov registration



Due 
Date









State Grants
• Each state department has their 

own system

• ded.mo.gov

• www.mhdc.com

• Look/search for “grants,”  
“community,” or “financial 

assistance”

• Limitations (ex. DESE)

ded.mo.gov
http://www.mhdc.com/
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Determining Fit
• READ EVERYTHING

• You need to determine:

• Do your missions align?

• Are you located within their geography?

• What is their average gift size?

• How much time will it take to complete the proposal?

• Is it worth your time to apply?

• Has the funder given to like-minded organizations in the past?

• What is their application process?

• Do they accept unsolicited proposals?

• If the answer to the above is NO or is not a good fit for your agency or program, do not FORCE a 
fit



Determining Fit
• FOUNDATIONS - You have a list from FDO – now what?

• DO YOUR HOMEWORK

• Look for:

• Websites

• Darr Family Foundation

• 990 Tax Return Information

• Guidestar – www.guidestar.org

• IRS - https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/

• Look for:

• Contact Info

• Assets

• Application Guidelines – deadlines, geography, funding priorities

• Do they accept unsolicited proposals (pg 10)

• List of grants made

• If you still have question, then reach out…

http://www.darrff.org/
http://www.guidestar.org/
https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/


Determining Fit
• FEDERAL OR STATE

• DO YOUR HOMEWORK

• Look at the summary 

• Read the application package

• Attend any pre-application webinars – or view recorded presentations

• If you still have questions, then reach out to the program officer



Determining Fit
• DECIDING TO APPLY

• Read everything thoroughly

• Start with components that may take time 

• Letters of Support/Memorandums of Understanding

• Lining up external evaluator if you need one

• Budget preparation

• Allow time towards deadline for…

• Mailing

• Hard signatures



Tips to 
Strengthen 
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Tips to Strengthen Your Application
• Stick to guidelines every application is different

• Page limit, word count, margins, page numbers, bound, no staples, online only…

• Write specifically to each funder

• Common goals and objectives

• Aligning of missions

• Use scoring criteria if available (Federal grants)

• Be concise

• Include application question in your narrative

• Think and write chronologically

• Cite your sources wither parenthetically or footnoted



Tips to Strengthen Your Application
• Avoid jargon

• Acronyms – spell them out first and then you can use the acronym throughout the rest of the 

narrative

• Come up with a catchy name for your program

• Portrait layout

• Prints clearly in black and white

• Submit early

• Save as a PDF

• Make sure all attachments are complete

• Watch for last minute changes/cohesiveness



Common Mistakes to Avoid
• Not following instructions

• Submitting with track changes/careless editing

• Submitting your sales tax exempt letter instead of your IRS 501c3 designation

• Applying for too much money

• Mission drift

• Not being clear about what you need funding for

• Lack of cohesiveness

• Incompleteness

• Goals/objectives are not measurable



501c3 Letter - RIGHT!



Sales Tax Exempt Letter-
WRONG!



Questions?



Contact Info:
Heather Zoromski

417-888-1495
heather@darrff.org


