
Philanthropy for Public 

Places 
public-private cooperation for the public good 



Tulsa 

ÁSettled in 1836 by two tribes 

ÁSits on the banks of the Arkansas River 

ÁIncorporated in 1898 

ÁFirst oil well established in 1901 (Glenn Pool) 

ÁPopulation surges: from 1,000 in 1900 to 140,000 by 

1930 

ÁñOil Capital of the Worldò 

ÁBlack Wall Street and 1921 Race Massacre 

ÁRoute 66 

 

 

 

 

 

 



òThey said we couldnõt do it, 

but we did!ó 



Route 66 ð Cyrus Avery 



Stud Horse Note 



Museums 



Performing Arts Center 



And thené. 

Á 1980 Oil bust 

ÁPrice per barrel tanked ($35 to $10) 

ÁHousing market crashed 

ÁJobs vanished (102K energy jobs in ó82 to 43K in ó88) 

ÁBanks closed 

ÁBankruptcies soared (123 in ó81 to 1,568 in ó86) 

ÁMajor corporations consolidated, merged, taken over 

or moved away (Conoco, Texaco, Cities, Phillips) 

ÁTulsa Spirit wasé 

 

 



éshaken, but not broken 

Á Survived 80s 

ÁRebuilt in 90s 

Á 1998 ï founding of Tulsa Community 

Foundation 

ÁConsolidated many independent philanthropic 

efforts into one 

ÁFocused on creating public-private partnerships 

ÁQuickly became the largest community foundation 

in the United States 

 

 

 



Public-private partnerships under TCF 

Á Zoo privatization 

Á KPMG efficiency study 

Á Educare 

Á Tulsa Beautification Foundation 

Á TPD Foundation 

Á PlaniTulsa Comprehensive Plan 

Á BOk Center and ONEOK Field 

Á Tulsa Parks Master Plan 

ÁRiverparks and Guthrie Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 






