
Stronger 
T o g e t h e r : 
W h o  g e t s  t o  t e l l  y o u r  s t o r y ?



Funding Rural Podcast

A  p o d c a s t  a b o u t  h o w  
p h i l a n t h r o p y  c a n  b e t t e r  

s e r v e  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t ie s  
a n d  s p a r k  s y s t e m ic  c h a n g e .



Supporting creative 
s o l u t io n s  t o  t h e  u n iq u e  

c h a l l e n g e s  a s s o c ia t e d  w i t h  
r u r a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  

l a n d s c a p e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
P a c i f ic  N W .  

R o u n d h o u s e  F o u n d a t io n



Gert Boyle

Columbia Sportswear
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Pine Meadow Ranch 
C e n t e r  f o r  A r t s  & A g r ic u l t u r e

Photos: The Photo Treehouse



Endowment Growth

From 2002 through 2019 there were intermittent periods of growth for the Foundation 
as assets were transferred to the ownership of the organization.  At it’s largest during 
the first 17 years, the Foundation held just over $25MM in assets and real property.

With the gift from Gert’s estate, over the last 5 years the 
Roundhouse Foundation’s endowment grew by over 1,466%

2002 -2019
 approx. $25MM

15.66%

2024
 approx. $400MM



Grantmaking

95.2%  of Grants Made in the last 5 years

Roundhouse Foundation Lifespan Grantmaking: $59,198,123.00

Grantmaking 2002 -2019
$3,802,783

Grantmaking 2020 -2024
$55,395,339



Rural Oregon

Sisters, 
Oregon

9 t h  La rg e s t  St a t e

9 8 ,3 8 0  Sq u a re  M ile s

Th e  s t a t e  o f  O re g o n  
is  s lig h t ly  la rg e r t h a n  

t h e  c o u n t ry  o f  t h e  
Un it e d  Kin g d o m .
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Reaching Out

“I’m going to be your needy best friend .  I 
w an t  yo u  to  in t ro d u c e  m e  to  e ve ryo n e  yo u  

kn o w  in  th is  sp ac e .”



Rural, Really?

Are you  
really  d o in g  

th e  w o rk?

Yo u ’re  th e  only funder  w e  kn o w  w h o  
w o rks  in  ru ra l sp ac e s .



Building Relationships

Clockwise Left to Right: Salmon Superhighway, Grant 
County 4 -H, Confluence, Oregon FFA



Bringing Philanthropy Together

Photos Left to Right: PBS, Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife, Lomakatsi  Restoration Project, Oregon Department of Forestry



Bringing Philanthropy Together



National Center for Family 
P h i l a n t h r o p y
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Funding Rural Podcast

A  p o d c a s t  a b o u t  h o w  
p h i l a n t h r o p y  c a n  b e t t e r  

s e r v e  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t ie s  
a n d  s p a r k  s y s t e m ic  c h a n g e .



Why rural?

• How  do you do connect with those 
organizations?

• Why  do you fund rural and 
remote communities?

• We just don’t get any applications  
from those communities.



“It can be quite an obstacle, just 
g e t t in g  to  th e  rig h t  p e rso n , b u t  

th e re ’s  a lw ays so m e b o d y in  th e re  
th a t’s  ju st  m o vin g  m o u n ta in s .

 Th e y’re  th e  p e rso n  th a t  yo u ’re  
t ryin g  to  g e t  a  h o ld  o f, b u t  th e y a re  

th e  b u sie st  p e rso n .” 

— Casey Pearlman
Season 2, Episode 4



Increasing Effectiveness of 
C h a r i t a b l e  G iv in g

S t a r t  w i t h  
p a s s io n a t e  

p e o p l e .
T h e n  w h a t ?



Money. Funding. Grants. 

Increasing Effectiveness of 
Charitable Giving

Organizations need: 

Connections.

Collaborations.    

Access. 

Volunteers. Policy Makers.Donors. 



Fields, Oregon

Harney County
10,228 square 

miles

Fields, Oregon

Salem, Oregon
State Capital



Trout Creek Ranch



“It’s hard to know how people’s 
lives work outside of your own.”

— Elizabeth Marino, PhD
Season 1, Episode 1



Intent Im p ac t



Grantmaking

Communities can’t build long term 

strategy while they are worried are 

drowning under crises or 

current concerns.



Grantmaking

Immediate 
Needs

Mid -Range 
Needs

Strategy
Building

Philanthropy should look at all three stages .  



“There’s this concept of best 
practices; you’ve probably heard of 
it. And best practices for whom?”

—Jaime Arredondo
Season 2, Episode 1



“I think when you just kind of pull 
everything back, philanthropy, the 

literal translation is just 
love of people .”

— CC Gardner Gleser
Season 1, Episode 5



Philomath Community 
S e r v ic e s

Photos: Philomath Community Services, Philomath News



“ People should not be having to 
call us for help in times of a 

disaster; they have their hands full. 

We need to show up .”

— Gina Zottola
Season 2, Episode 13



“ Scale is numerator over 
denominator. And I would argue, 
you can get to scale a lot faster in 

rural communities...”

— Wynn Rosser
Season 1, Episode 2



‘Why aren’t those who hold power and 
resources, more responsive to the lived 

experience of folks in that community... ”

— Jamie Bennett
Season 1, Episode 16



Network -  with each other.

Share your Grant History  and seek other foundations’ grant 
lists.

Develop stories from your partners and share  them.

Flip the script  on your press releases. Center 
communities.

Make introductions. 

Increasing Effectiveness of 
Charitable Giving

What can we do?



Roundhouse Grant Review Committee



Rural Fire & EMS Training



“But can we do one thing… together with 
the right partner?”

— Margi Hoffman
Season 1, Episode 10



Centering Community



Proof I was Young Once



1997 Deschutes County Fair & Rodeo



Ralph McNulty

Photos: Bend Bulletin



#ForRalph



Thank you

Erin Borla
RoundhouseFoundation.org

erin@roundhousefoundation.org

You’re not done.

Tell your story.

Let’s get to work.

And let’s do it together. 
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