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By Henri-Joseph Johns,1816
National Portrait Gallery

British scientist James Smithson 
(c. 1765–1829), the Smithsonian 
Institution’s founding patron. 
Smithson left his fortune to the 
U.S. government to establish an 
institution  . . .

“for the increase & 
diffusion of 
knowledge among 
men.”





(CHART OR DETAILS GOES HERE)

The Smithsonian is the World’s Largest 
Museum, Education and Research Complex 





Explore America
Missouri Collection



(CHART OR DETAILS GOES HERE)

The Nation’s Museum (est. 1846)



Smithsonian Affiliates in Missouri

American Jazz Museum Kansas 
City

Union Station Kansas City, Inc. 
Kansas City

Saint Louis Science Center St. 
Louis Photo credit: Explore St. Louis





Museum on Main Street
2026 Tour Schedule

Spark! Places of Innovation

Voices and Votes: Democracy in 
America

Americans

New for 2028: American Music



Annual Smithsonian Education Outreach

3.7M
Students using SI K-8 
science curriculum

19.6M
Participants in education 

programs

15.5M
Educator-created publications 

distributed

1,189
Schools, museums, & 

libraries reached by traveling 
exhibitions in 50 states and 

21 countries

560K
Educators & students 

assisted by the Smithsonian 
Learning Lab

3.1M
Educators directly engaged 

by the Smithsonian

2,960
Interns, fellows, & research 

associates

14M
People reached through 

SITES/Affiliations exhibitions, 
education materials and 

programs  



(CHART OR DETAILS GOES HERE)

Reaching Rural Communities

Smithsonian Rural Initiative 
Statement

Engage with and amplify the 
voices of rural Americans to better 
serve local communities, raise the 
visibility of their cultural stories, 
exchange resources, and join in 
conversations about our shared 
future.

Eagle Point Park, view of Lock & Dam 11, Mississippi River Project,
Dubuque, Iowa (photo: Mink, A.)



What does rural mean?





Rural as Place + Rural as People

Defining Rural means:
• Acknowledging more than numbers

• Understanding importance of the definition 

for funding opportunities

• Recognizing diversity in rural places and 

rural people.

• Valuing self-identification

• Understanding that rural places change 

more and more quickly than rural people

• Asset-based collaboration
Credit: Cooper Center, University of Virginia
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Rural Needs Sensing Report

Conducting national listening sessions to gain 
insights into the topics that matter most to rural 
communities. 

70% of Rural Americans have a very/favorable 
association with the Smithsonian. +5% when 
understood what the Smithsonian does.

More than 80% of Rural Americans are interested in 
partnering with the Smithsonian in a meaningful way.

Rural Americans overwhelmingly 
express interest in connecting real 
world experiences and skills with 
hometown priorities.







Understanding your local and family history
has significant impact to community health

28% more likely to vote

20% more likely to volunteer and play a 
leadership role

15% more likely to be interested in national 
affairs

5x more likely to run for elected office

25% more likely to participate in activities like 
signing a petition, attending a public meeting, 
volunteer coaching, or donating blood

10% higher donations in dollars1 (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2013)1

Champion, Missouri
Photo credit: Kaitlyn McConnell

Marshall, Missouri
Photo credit: Marshall Main Street











Rural Needs Sensing Report: Five Key Priorities

Support for Cultural & Environmental Preservation
Access to Art, Culture, and History

Access to Educational Resources and Experiences
Access to Career Readiness Opportunities
Support for Commemorating America 250





Photo credit: Jeremy Norwood

Rural Leadership Summit, May 28-30, 2025:
Smithsonian Institution

Rural leadership teams from 18 communities were 

introduced to and inspired by Smithsonian expertise 

relevant to these priority areas. This year-long cohort 

meets quarterly to create and maintain an 

intercontinental network of Smithsonian-community 

partnerships.



Access to Cultural Preservation:
Bennington, Vermont

Working with the business, education, and 

cultural leaders, we are supporting a multi-

tiered community storytelling program to 

focus on resiliency – with a focus on the 

refugee resettlement population.
Photo credit: Bennington Museum



Access to Environmental Preservation:
Cleveland, Tennessee

50 agricultural leaders from Tennessee, Georgia, and 

Alabama convened to learn about sustainable farming 

practices and environmental stewardship
Photo credit: Virginia Working Landscapes, NZCBI



Access to Arts, History, and Culture:
Selma, Alabama

Working with the business, education, and 

cultural leaders, we are supporting 

revitalization efforts of Water Street corridor 

with a goal of building arts and history 

opportunities for tourism and economic 

growth beyond the Pettus Bridge. Photo credit: Brian van der Brug/Los Angeles Times/Getty Images



Support for Local Stories of America 250:
Amarillo, Texas

Working with the Texas Historical 

Association, the Texas Historical 

Commission, Texas Rural Funders, and 

Humanities Texas, we are supporting local 

cultural organizations as they tell the unique 

stories of the Panhandle Region of Texas.  Photo credit: National Museum of American History



Access to Career Pathways & Opportunities: 
Missoula, Montana

In collaboration with the Great Plains 

Science Program and Get a Head Start 

Program at the National Zoo, we are 

supporting PK – PS education efforts in 

western Montana, including the 

Blackfeet Native Tribe.
Photo credit: Nature Conservancy



Access to Educational Resources & Opportunities: 
Campbellsville, Kentucky

University and K-12 education leaders are 

partnering with the Rural Initiative to 

provide resources, programs, and 

opportunities to rural youth across 

Kentucky and in central Tennessee
Photo credit: Sam Owens, Currier & Press



Current Community
Engagement Collaborations

Mariposa, California

Whitesburg, Kentucky

Iron Range, Minnesota

Springdale, Arkansas

Portsmouth, Ohio

Lewiston, Idaho

Kingston, New York

Telluride, Colorado

Las Cruces, New Mexico

Boone, North CarolinaMariposa, California
Photo credit: Yosemite National Park



First Interstate Bank/Smithsonian
Rural Internship Program

First Interstate Bank is underwriting an 

annual cohort of college-aged interns from 

rural communities in their ten state footprint 

annually: Oregon, Washington, Idaho,  

Montana, South Dakota, Colorado, 

Wyoming, Nebraska, Missouri, and Iowa.Photo credit: National Zoo



Dallas County Public Library (MO)

Smithsonian Associates Rural Library Cohort

With a focus on community engagement and 

life-long learning programs, we are supporting 

an annual cohort of 12 rural libraries who 

receive virtual programming from Smithsonian 

Associates. The full slate of events will build off 

of engagement activities like community reads 

and service opportunities.



Boys and Girls Club of America
Rural Network

Working closely with BGCA National 

Leadership, we are developing and 

supporting a new Rural Network that will 

create thriving and resilient rural Clubs 

by empowering board members, staff, 

and Clubs to be sustainable, viable, and 

growth oriented.

Photo credit: Boys & Girls Club of Rush County (IN)
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Stories 4-History Youth
Storytelling Program

With support from Smithsonian experts, 

state and local 4-H leaders will guide 4-

H'ers to identify a local changemaker 

that has made a positive contribution to 

their community and discover how 4-

H'ers can use their voice to become 

agents of change—shaping the future of 

the places they call home. Franklin 

County and Macon County 4-H Clubs 

have participated. 
Photo credit: Garfield County 4-H Club



Preamble by Mike Wilkins, 1987
National Museum of American History

Democracy in Dialogue
Virtual Exchange Program

How has your community played 
a role in 250 years of the 
American Experience?

Youth uncover unique story of their 
community in the on-going American 
experience – then share that story with 
a partner community in another part of 
the country.

Served 247 communities, 4,000+ youth 
across 44 states to date 



Photo credit: Brittany Berry

Democracy in Dialogue Virtual Exchange Program

Middle school youth in Springdale, Arkansas used 

photography and object-based research to connect 

personal stories to broader history immigration 

patterns. They created a digital story map of belonging 

on Ozark Regional Transit Routes 61 and 62 that has 

been adopted by the local transportation authority.





Smithsonian as a Public Service

PARTICIPATE IN CURRENT PROGRAMS: Participate 
in existing Smithsonian programs & opportunities 

to build collaboration, visibility, and earn trust 

AMPLIFY LOCAL PROGRAMS: Identify local events, 
programs, and goals to leverage Smithsonian 

support and contribution

CO-DESIGN NEW PROGRAMS: Identify national 
and regional funding sources to support ambitious 

new concepts and programs



How Can We Collaborate to Serve 
Your Rural Community?

Andy Mink
Director of Rural Initiatives
Smithsonian Institution
MinkAT@si.edu

Megan Beck
Major Gifts Officer, Rural Initiatives
Smithsonian Institution
beckm2@si.edu
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